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HISTORY OF TREE FAILURE DATABASES

• 1960s to 1970s – Dr. Lee Paine, Pacific Southwest 
Research Station, Berkeley
– Thousands of reports from U.S
– Used to develop first programs to manage hazard trees

• 1987 – California Tree Failure Reporting Program
– Dr. L. R. Costello, Univ. CA Coop. Extension
– Dr. Alison Berry, UC-Davis, Environmental Hort.

• 2002 – ISA-PNW Chapter
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-BACKGROUND-

• Planning began in January, 2003
• Group of Forest Health Protection (FHP) 

pathologists and International Society 
of Arboriculture (ISA) arborists

• ITFD modeled after California Tree 
Failure Reporting Program (CTFRP)



Key Points - ITFD

• Collect info to characterize why and which 
trees fail 

• Will include trees on lands of all 
ownership

• Use one form for all failures
• Voluntary program
• FHP will coordinate with federal and state 

agencies
• ISA will coordinate with governments at 

county level and below, plus the private 
sector



Key Points - ITFD

• Submit tree failure data via internet

• Must be a trained cooperator to submit data

• Reports and database available to all

• Currently (11/2004) 350 cooperators

• Will add CTFRP and PNW-ISA members

• http://ftcweb.fs.fed.us/natfdb





International Tree Failure Report Form



International Tree Failure Database Flowchart

ITFD data entry procedure



International Tree Failure Report Form







International Tree Failure Database

• Web Site & Database Manager = Judy Adams, FHTET, 
Fort Collins, CO

• FHP Contacts:
– R-1/4 = John Schwandt, Coeur d’Alene, ID
– R-2 = Jim Worrall, Gunnison, CO
– R-3 = Mary Lou Fairweather, Flagstaff, AZ
– R-5 = John Pronos, Sonora, CA
– R-6 = Diane Hildebrand, Portland, OR
– R-8 = William Jones, Asheville, NC
– R-9 = Joe O’Brien, St. Paul, MN
– R-10 = Paul Hennon, Juneau, AK



International Tree Failure Database

• For more information or to express an 
interest in training to become a 
cooperator:

–jpronos@fs.fed.us

–(209) 532-3671 x242

–http://ftcweb.fs.fed.us/natfdb
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